
CLARINGTON -- Durham Regional Chairman and CEO Roger Anderson, right,

York Regional Chairman and CEO Bill Fisch, centre, and former Durham

Regional council lor Charlie Trimm, left, were among those making their way

to the head table during an official groundbreaking ceremony for the Durham

incinerator in August 2011. The Region has included $10,000 in its 2014

budget for an official opening. Picture originally taken August 17, 2011.

Durham approves 1.5-per cent tax increase

Ten thousand kept in budget for incinerator official opening
DurhamRegion.com

DURHAM -- When Durham Region holds an official opening celebration for its
new incinerator, $10,000 of the cost for the private party will be coming from
taxpayers.

The $10,000 was included in Durham Region’s 2014 operating budget,
approved by council on Wednesday. The budget includes a property tax
increase of 1.5 per cent for Regional services, such as police, transit and
public health. The increase works out to an extra $36 a year for the average
Durham home valued at $329,900.

The tax increase was set at 2.35 per cent, but assessment growth, or the value
of new developments, lowered the increase.

The only debate about contents of the budget was the $10,000 set aside for
the incinerator official opening.

Wendy Bracken, an opponent of the incinerator, said in a delegation that she
was “outraged” when she read about the ceremony.

“This is atrocious.”

Originally, $30,000 had been put in the budget for the event, but during deliberations last week, the total was reduced to
$10,000. Covanta, the company that’s building and will operate the facility, has agreed to chip in up to $20,000 for the official
opening.

The official opening will be a private affair, with only invited guests attending.

A public open house, which will cost $20,000, will also be held.
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In August 2011, a groundbreaking ceremony, complete with air-conditioned tents and catered food, was held at the Clarington
site of the incinerator and that event carried a $75,000 price tag.

“The people of Clarington aren’t celebrating. An inappropriate party has already happened,” Ms. Bracken said. “The only
people who will be celebrating are the incinerator industry. It’s a slap in the face of the public.”

Oshawa Councillor and works committee chairman Nester Pidwerbecki said, “It’s a slap in our face if we don’t do something to
celebrate one of the largest projects in the Region’s history.”

Whitby Mayor Pat Perkins said whenever a Regional facility is open, a ceremony is held to mark the occasion.

“We can’t, in good conscience, not have a ribbon cutting and opening. We know it’s controversial,” she said.

Mayor Perkins noted a new Fairview Lodge will be opening later this year and an opening ceremony will be held.

Regional Chairman Roger Anderson said, “I can’t believe we won’t have an opening ceremony.”

He said if the money was removed, then money for the opening of Fairview Lodge and a new ambulance station in north
Oshawa should also be removed.

“Don’t take it out because you don’t like (the incinerator). The majority of you supported this,” he said.

The cost of the incinerator is about $272 million and $10,000 for an opening ceremony “isn’t unreasonable,” Mr. Anderson
added.

The 2014 budget includes overall spending of about $1 billion, with about $483.6 million being raised by property taxes. The
remaining money comes from provincial subsidies and various fees.


