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BROUGHAM -- Geoff Norris and Kyle Lennan are working on a fi lm about the
Pickering airport lands. Mr. Norris grew up on the lands and his parents
were the last ones to be relocated after their home was demolished. They
have an online campaign underway to fund the fi lm and have so far raised
$3,000 towards a goal of $5,000. April 1, 2014
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Filmmakers chronicle Pickering airport controversy
Pickering News Advertiser

PICKERING -- As a child growing up on the Pickering airport lands, Geoff
Norris says life was filled with uncertainty.

“It was always on my mind when I was young, it was kind of scary for us
worrying that we could be kicked out at any moment,” he says.

Today he is using his passion for film-making to tell that story and raise
awareness of renewed efforts to build an airport on agricultural land in north
Pickering.

“I don’t think most people in the GTA know much about the history of this issue,
I think they would be shocked to learn what’s happened,” says Mr. Norris, 32.

He and fellow independent filmmaker Kyle Lennan are working on a feature-
length film called ‘Presence’, which follows “the emotional struggle one man
faces as he battles the construction of this airport that will pave over the home
he grew up in as well as 18,000 acres of the best farmland left in Canada.”

The complex and controversial Pickering airport issue dates back more than 40
years.

In 1972, 18,000 acres of land in Pickering farmland was earmarked by the
federal government for an airport that was never built.

The issue was reignited in June 2013 when the government announced it
would move forward with the proposed airport, sparking fresh opposition efforts
from Land Over Landings, the successor to People or Planes.

The film is currently in production with plans to finish by June. It’s the second
feature-length film for Mr. Norris and Mr. Lennan, whose 2013 film ‘Sujet’ was
screened at six film festivals.
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$3,000 towards a goal of $5,000. April 1, 2014“We’re exploring a radically different hybrid genre with this film because we

think it’ll pique audiences’ attention,” Mr. Lennan says. “Our goal is to raise
awareness about this issue and encourage people to think critically about government policy and we believe that audiences
will be more engaged in this story as they’re navigating between the fictional and true elements.”

The creators hope to submit it to several film festivals, including the Toronto International Film Festival, and make it available
on YouTube.

Mr. Norris says funding for the project has been a challenge, especially because such a controversial topic is unlikely to
receive government grants.

The duo recently launched an IndieGogo campaign to raise funds and have so far secured $3,000 toward their $5,000 goal.

While they acknowledge that the film isn’t likely to halt construction, Mr. Norris says he is hopeful it will reach a new audience
and encourage dialogue.

“It’s too late now, my house has been demolished,” he says, noting his parents were the last family to be relocated. “But at
least we can try to make more people aware.”

Visit www.geoffnorris29.wix.com/presencefilm for more information and links to the fundraising champaign.
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