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If a sampling of residents is any indication, there would be chaos in Durham Region in the unlikely chance of a serious nuclear
incident in Pickering or Darlington.

The news comes amidst a multi-agency mock nuclear emergency exercise taking place over three days this week to test
preparedness among those responsible for dealing with an emergency.

It also comes just a few weeks after a new nuclear emergency kit -- featuring easy-to-read binder pages and a pinpoint LED
flashlight -- was distributed to more than 200,000 households (at a cost of $3 each) within a 10-kilometre radius of Durham
Region’s nuclear plants.

But the results of an Ontario Power Generation focus group obtained by Greenpeace Canada clearly indicate that despite
efforts at outreach and community engagement by Durham’s nuclear operator, a frightening number of the region’s residents
remain completely unaware of what they should do in a worst-case nuclear scenario. The report concludes there are “very
low levels of awareness” among residents living closest to Durham’s two nuclear generating stations.

One resident indicated she would try to get to Toronto in a nuclear accident; a mother in Pickering said she would want to
retrieve her children from school.

Each of those, depending on the circumstance, might be precisely the wrong thing to do, based on protocols laid out in
established monitoring and evacuation directives.

This study shows rather clearly that even though OPG has lived up to its obligations to regularly provide information related to
nuclear incidents, it hasn’t had much success in ensuring that the information it provides is being retained, let alone perused
by residents. It is on this basis that OPG must move to develop a mechanism to more effectively measure and manage the
success and retention of such important information for residents. Residents, too, have a responsibility to become informed,
for their own and their family’s sakes.

Nuclear power is here to stay as a source of energy generation in Ontario and OPG has a solid record of safely and
professionally operating its reactors in Durham Region. But there are well known and serious risks associated with accidents.

The lesson here is that it’s not enough to assemble, package and distribute important information without accompanying
oversight and follow up with the recipients. Durham Region, as the entity responsible, is obliged to ensure that the information
it provides is meaningful to residents, that they are aware and informed, and that they know their role in an emergency.

-- Metroland Media Group Ltd., Durham Region Division

Editor's note: The story was amended May 29 to note that Durham Region is responsible for emergency preparedness.
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