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Group airs concerns about extending life of Pickering nuclear reactors
Pickering News Advertiser

PICKERING -- A local advocacy group is calling for more transparency on
plans to operate nuclear reactors in Pickering beyond their design life.

Ontario Power Generation wants to operate the Pickering nuclear generating
station until 2020, which is beyond its design life of 210,000 hours.

The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission will be holding a hearing on the
request May 7.

“Basically OPG is saying just trust us, but that’s not good enough when you’re
pushing an aging nuclear plant beyond what it was designed for,” says Janet
McNeill, spokeswoman for Durham Nuclear Awareness.

OPG spokesman Neal Kelly says the company is confident it is safe to operate
the Pickering facility until 2020.

“We have done extensive studies, we have done the research and development, this included people from the industry and
utility experts,” he says. “The results show the Pickering pressure tube condition is better than was estimated 30 years ago.”

DNA members point to a 2013 statement made by Thierry Vandal, CEO of Hydro-Quebec, about extending the life of a reactor
at the Gentilly nuclear generating station.

“I would no more operate Gentilly-2 beyond 210,000 hours than I would climb onto an airplane that does not have its permits
and that does not meet the standards,” he said.

Last year DNA hired Arnie Gundersen, a former nuclear industry executive turned whistleblower, to analyze OPG’s safety
case for Pickering.

He concluded there was insufficient information to approve the plant’s life extension.

Ms. McNeill spoke to Pickering council’s executive committee April 14, urging politicians to file a written submission for the
upcoming hearing and call for more transparency if the life extension is approved, such as asking for annual public meetings
to report on the safety of the plant.
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“The people of Pickering should be involved in this ... it shouldn’t be something that’s laid on them by the nuclear industry,”
she said.

Mr. Neal says OPG is “always talking to the public,” citing frequent meetings with elected officials and stakeholders.

He also noted the public will be consulted on plans to end operations at the Pickering station, including future potential uses
for the site.

Documents supporting OPG’s request to the CNSC are available at www.opg.com.

The May 7 public hearing takes place in Ottawa and will be webcast live at www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca. The webcast will remain
on the website for 90 days.
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