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SUBJECT:  Parent Charged After Children Left Unattended in Vehicle        
 
Durham Police have charged a Pickering parent following a reported incident of two young 
children left unattended in a parked vehicle yesterday.
 
On Tuesday, July 16, 2013 at approximately 10:30 a.m. West Division officers responded to a 
retail parking lot on the Pickering Parkway for a reported incident of children left unattended in 
a parked vehicle.  The complainant observed two young children, including an infant child, left 
unattended in a running and parked vehicle for approximately 15 minutes.  The concerned 
witness contacted police for emergency response.  The air conditioner was on and the 
children did not appear to be in distress.
 
The parent to the child returned from the store as police attended the scene.  Both children, 
ages 3 months and 9 years, were not physically harmed.
 
A 38-year-old female from Pickering was issued two Provincial Offence Summons 
forLeaving Child Under Sixteen Years Unattended under the Child and Family Services 
Act.  The name of the accused is being withheld to protect the identity of the children.
 
Durham Police are warning the public of the health and safety risks involved in this type of 
activity especially during periods of extreme temperatures. If the vehicle stalled and the air 
conditioner stopped working, temperatures inside the vehicle would escalate quickly.  A 
vehicle left running also runs the risk of being set in motion by occupants.
 
Anonymous tips can be made to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or on the website 
at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters are eligible for a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.
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