
Pickering approves 3.75-per cent tax hike

Operations centre, at $27 million, is Pickering’s biggest project ever
Pickering News Advertiser

PICKERING -- Pickering council approved the 2014 budget Monday night, raising property taxes by 3.75 per cent.

That’s an additional $47.40 per year on the municipal portion of the tax bill for the average home valued at $358,400.

“This is a responsible budget,” said Mayor Dave Ryan. “If you’re going to pay the percentage game it’s 1.88 compared with
2.50 (in Toronto).”

The budget was passed by a vote of 6 to 1 at council’s Feb. 24 meeting, with only Councillor Peter Rodrigues voting in
opposition.

He called the budget a “noble attempt” but said the tax increase is too high.

Coun. Rodrigues warned it’s unrealistic to lean on the Region and school board to bring in low increases, which then result in
a lower blended rate.

“What are we going to do when the Region is 3.75 and the school board is 3.75?” he asked. “We can’t rely on others, we
have to within ourselves try to keep our budget as low as possible.”

Pickering makes up 28 per cent of the tax bill, while the Region of Durham’s portion is 55 per cent and the school board
makes up 17 per cent.

When the Region’s 1.5-per cent increase and an estimated zero per cent increase from the school board are factored in, the
overall increase comes in at 1.8 per cent.

This year Pickering launched its new “Budgeting Your City” campaign aimed at getting more public feedback on the budget.

It included a section on the City’s website with clearly spelled out budget information, as well as online forms to submit
feedback.

“Unfortunately the City did not receive a large number of suggestions or comments regarding the budget,” a staff report says.

javascript:void(0);


However, it notes traffic on the City’s website increased as a result of the campaign, from 120 views on the 2013 budget page
to 555 views on this year’s page.

The biggest project on tap for 2014 is a new operations centre on Clements Road. With a price tag of $27 million, it’s the
largest project Pickering has ever undertaken.

Several sources of funding will cover the cost, including $11 million in debt to be paid back over 20 years.

Councillor Jennifer O’Connell raised concerns that $3.3 million of the $27 million cost for the operations centre will come from
the rate stabilization reserve -- essentially a savings account.

“This should be there for emergency funding for things like the ice storm, this should not be operating capital,” she said.

Councillors also asked whether the operations centre could be delayed. City staff said putting it off for a year would tack an
extra $1.3 million onto the price, due to higher interest rates and construction costs.

Coun. Rodrigues attempted to move a motion to delay the project, but couldn’t get a seconder.

Other noteworthy projects in this year’s budget include a $7.1 million indoor soccer dome, $1.3 million in improvements at
Beverley Morgan Park, $1.8 million for tree canopy replacement as a result of ice storm damage and $1.6 million to
reconstruct William Jackson Drive from east of Urfe Creek to Taunton Road.

Pickering also has some major capital projects coming up between 2015 and 2018, including a $15 million library expansion,
$18 million seniors’ centre and $6 million for a Seaton fire station and equipment.

City staff plan to meet with the newly elected council next January to go over the costs and set priorities.


