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Council will vote on 2014 budget Feb. 24
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• $27 million for a new operations centre, $11 million of which will be debt paid back over 20 years.

PICKERING -- Efforts to get more Pickering taxpayers involved in the budget process got off to a slow start Thursday
morning, with just a handful of residents turning out for the City’s big budget meeting.

Pickering council’s executive committee spent Feb. 13 hammering out the 2014 budget, eventually approving a property tax
increase of 3.75 per cent.

Council still needs to pass the budget at its Feb. 24 meeting.

Resident Andy McKinnon voiced concerns about the public engagement process, saying a 9 a.m. weekday meeting isn’t the
best way to get feedback from taxpayers.

“I’d like you to really try to engage the community, not just say you’re trying to engage the community,” he said, noting that the
budget documents were released Feb. 7, which gave the public little time to digest 400-plus pages of dense financial
information.

“You guys work on this for months, and we at best get seven days.”

This year Pickering launched its new “Budgeting Your City” campaign aimed at getting more public feedback on the budget.

It includes a section on the City’s website with clearly spelled out budget information, as well as online forms to submit
feedback.

Other residents at the Feb. 13 meeting raised concerns about the proposed 3.75-per cent tax increase, which translates to an
extra $47.40 per year for the average home valued at $358,400.

“I’m here to speak on behalf of the not-so-average people,” said David Sim, who worries he may not be able to afford his
house if Pickering’s increases continue at this pace. “I want you to understand the impact of your decisions on people like
me.”
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He said his property taxes have risen faster than his salary and urged council members to be “more prudent” with spending.

Also concerned was Peter Fenske, a local senior who says his pension payments only go up by 0.9 per cent a year.

“I can’t afford that kind of increase,” he said. “We voted you people in to set an example, we put you here as leaders. As far
as I’m concerned we should all cut back.”

Mayor Dave Ryan said even if there were no service increases and no new buildings, taxes would still go up due to the
“economic reality” of inflation.

“I believe that we have a well-run municipality,” he said. “At the same time, we recognize that there has to be a balance and
it’s a difficult balance to maintain. We don’t take this responsibility lightly.”

The biggest project on tap for 2014 is a new operations centre on Clements Road. It will replace the existing centre on Tillings
Road, which was built in 1975 and is being squeezed by space limitations and encroaching residential development.

With a price tag of $27 million, the new operations centre is the largest project the City has ever undertaken.

Several sources of funding will cover the cost, including $11 million in debt to be paid back over 20 years.

Councillors questioned whether it was an option to delay building the operations centre.

City staff said putting it off for a year would tack an extra $1.3 million on the price tag, due to higher interest rates and
construction costs.

Other noteworthy projects included in this year’s budget are a $7.1-million indoor soccer dome and $1.3 million in
improvements at Beverley Morgan Park.

Pickering’s debt currently sits at $21.7 million. It costs $4.8 million a year to service the principal and interest.

“We’re well within our borrowing guidelines, we’re actually well below the guidelines set by the Province,” said City CAO Tony
Prevedel.

The Province limits the amount of debt a municipality can issue to 25 per cent of its revenues. Pickering council has adopted
a cap of 15 per cent of total tax revenue.

Members of the public can also speak on the budget at the Feb. 24 council meeting.

Visit www.pickering.ca/budget (http://www.pickering.ca/budget) for more information.
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