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Pickering talking solutions to Seaton financial woes 

New deal would erase predicted fiscal shortfall for planned 
development 

August 23, 2013 

Pickering News Advertiser 

 
PICKERING -- Plans for the Seaton development were on display at the City of Pickering. 
These are the proposed neighbourhood plans that will be going before the OMB in the coming 
months. April 15, 2013 

PICKERING -- It looks like Pickering taxpayers won’t be shouldering any costs associated with 
the upcoming Seaton development.  

City staff have been meeting with Seaton developers over the summer to work out an 
agreement to minimize the impact of infrastructure costs related to the first phase of the planned 
Seaton development. The project is expected to bring 37,000 new residents to north Pickering 
by 2031, residents who will require facilities and services including fire stations, community 
centres and more.  

“We wrote our report to council and talked about the fact we would have a very small surplus of 
about $4 million over the life of Seaton, so therefore we would start in a deficit at the beginning 
of the development,” said Tony Prevedel, Chief Administrative Officer for the City of Pickering.  

“They asked us to go back to developers to try to erase that shortfall, and that’s what we did.”  

The Fiscal Impact Report presented to council in April estimated the City would face a deficit of 
up to $7.7 million in capital costs for the first phase of Seaton, which would run through to 2021.  
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Council directed staff to address the financial shortfalls during Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
hearings on Seaton, but staff were able to hammer out a deal with developers during the 
summer talks.  

“We’ve reached a tentative agreement which is a win-win,” Mr. Prevedel said. “It’s good for the 
city and good for allowing the developers to move forward.”  

Mr. Prevedel couldn’t comment on specifics, such as the amount settled on, since the 
agreement still has to go before council for approval, but said he is pleased with the results.  

“At a staff level we’re very comfortable with this. We have a nice contingency now so there 
shouldn’t be any impact to rest of the city,” he explained, noting council specifically asked that 
there be no impact to Pickering residents from Seaton.  

“With the new agreement we have, with the voluntary contributions developers have put on the 
table, we won’t have any impact to taxpayers from Seaton.”  

The next round of OMB hearings, which will begin on Aug. 26, will look at remaining issues 
including storm water management and other zoning or draft plan concerns.  

Construction on the development is expected to begin in 2014, with the first homes scheduled 
for construction in 2015. 

 


