
0

Like

Share

Tweet

0

0

Simulation vital to testing disaster readiness
Ajax News Advertiser

It going to be big, it’s going to be stressful and it could mean the difference between success and failure, life and death.

A three-day nuclear disaster response exercise, the largest in Ontario’s history, according to provincial officials, is being
prepared at the Darlington Nuclear Generating Station at month’s end to test the response capability of federal, provincial and
local agencies in case of a real nuclear emergency.

The exercise, dubbed Exercise Unified Response, will help gauge how agencies and government departments co-ordinate
their efforts and work together in a nuclear disaster. Lessons learned from the upcoming exercise would also assist residents,
municipal leaders and Ontario Power Generation in Pickering and Ajax in the similarly unlikely chance that a nuclear
emergency occurs.

This is the first multi-jurisdictional exercise since 1999. Given the frightening nuclear emergency at Japan’s Fukushima plant
following the 2011 earthquake and tsunami, this updated exercise becomes even more vitally important.

The simulation has been in the planning for more than a year and even the agencies that are taking part in the response
scenario will not know the nature of the “accident” until the exercise gets underway. In all, more than 50 federal, provincial,
regional, municipal, hospital and school board organizations are expected to take part.

For residents in Clarington, Ajax and Pickering, the “emergency” might seem real. Nuclear alerting sirens will be sounded as
part of the exercise, and residents might notice more emergency vehicles travelling on local roads.

But it is the authenticity of the exercise that will provide results when the event is completed and being scrutinized to
determine areas where work is needed, and to measure the things that went as planned.

The end result, a working and workable plan to address an emergency on behalf of residents, is the ultimate goal of
participating agencies.

We remind residents that this is just a test, an important exercise that must be carried out.

And we credit local agencies, OPG officials, regional and provincial emergency management offices, and others taking part for
acknowledging its vital importance to Durham residents.

Chances are that we will never have to confront a Fukushima-like incident in Durham Region. But by having a plan and
preparing for any eventuality, citizens will be in the best possible position to survive any catastrophe.

-- Metroland Media Group Ltd., Durham Region Division
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